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PRESS RELEASE  29 May 2008 
 

United Behind Draft Cluster Treaty, Disappointed By Details  
  

GetUp congratulates the 111 countries who united behind a well -built draft treaty on 
Cluster Bombs in Dublin today. They were joined by the 35,000 Australians who signed 
a petition this week calling on the Prime Minister to take play an active role in creating a  
treaty without exceptions, exemptions or loopholes.  
 
ʻThe stringent definition in the treaty ensures that almost all types of cluster bombs are 
prohibited, unfortunately this does not include Australian owned SMArt 155 bombs. 
Although these bombs have smarter and safer measures, they have only been tested in 
ideal environments, and should preferably be included in a categorical banʼ states GetUp 
Executive Director Brett Solomon.    
 
ʻThe treaty does succeed in avoiding transition periods, moving straight into a tight eight 
year window for disarmament. The treaty also requires parties to fund projects to support 
victims and their families and clear up unexploded cluster bomblets. These are large steps 
toward a cluster free future.ʼ  
 
“Unfortunately the Australian Government, with several other nations, successfully lobbied 
to remove liability from working with nations like the US, who refuse to participate in 
negotiations and hold large cluster bomb arsenals. As 35,000 concerned Australians we 
want our non-party allies like the US to share our high humanitarian standards not lower 
them.” 
 
“We congratulate the Prime Minister for revitalising Australiaʼs international engagement 
with the UN, beginning with the Bali Conference and currently at the Cluster Bomb 
negotiations in Dublin. We wish to remind him that if Australia wants a non-permanent seat 
on the Security Council it must constantly, not just selectively prioritise its international 
humanitarian objectives.” 
 
 
 

For more information contact Brett Solomon on 0407 419 320 . 
 
 
 
 
 

About GetUp: GetUp.org.au is an independent movement to build a progressive Australia. GetUp brings 
together like-minded people who want to bring participation back into our democracy. GetUp has over 
280,000 members nationwide, more than every political party combined.  
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