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GetUp!.org.au is an independent, grass-roots community advocacy organisation giving everyday Australians 
opportunities to get involved and hold politicians accountable on important issues. GetUp! was established in 

2005 and now has over 280,000 members across the country. 
 

GetUp! campaigns on a wide range of topics from climate change to social justice. Indigenous issues form a key 
part of GetUp’s campaigns and this year we have campaigned on a number of Indigenous issues. 

 
GetUp and Indige nous Campaign s in  2008 
 
Close The Gap – GetUp! forms part of the ‘Close The Gap Coalition’ alongside Oxfam and ANTaR with over 
56,000 of our members signing the petition to urge the government to close the gap in Indigenous life 
expectancy which was presented to the Coalition in March. 
 
The first act is !sorry" – In October 2007 GetUp launched it campaign to make the apology to the Stolen 
Generations the first act of the new government with over 22,000 members signing the petition, on February 13th 
2008 this was achieved. 
GetUp commemorated the apology through the lighting of over 11,000 candles outside Parliament in Canberra 
spelling out ‘Sorry, the first step’ as a reminder to the government of the need for further steps on the road to 
reconciliation and closing the gap. We also released a ‘mythbusters’ factsheet to dispel the common myths 
surrounding the apology for members to distribute amongst friends and via talkback radio. 
 
!From Little Things, Big Things Grow" by The GetUp Mob – In April GetUp launched the new version of the 
famous Kev Carmody and Paul Kelly hit. Re-written by Urthboy from The Herd and including the PM’s apology 
and Keating’s Redfern speech the song reached number 4 in the singles charts as the highest new entry and 
raised thousands of dollars for 3 Indigenous community charities, including the Central Australia Link-Up Service 
in Alice Springs. 
 
Reconciliation GetTogethers – In April, thousands of GetUp members met to begin a national 
conversation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people and turn reconciliation into reconcili-action after 
the Apology. From these meetings many groups have continued to meet and extend the conversation and take 
action within their local communities to work towards reconciliation and bridging the gap between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous Australians. 
  
GetUp Indigenous Learning Program (GILP) – GetUp is currently hiring a young Indigenous person to work in 
our Sydney office as part of our continued efforts to develop reciprocal relationships and have more informed 
Indigenous campaigns. 
 
Extending the conversation to remote communities – In the run up to the government’s review of the NT 
intervention GetUp has sent a staff member to see what’s really happening on the ground in the remote 
communities so that we can feedback to our members and assess how best to campaign on the NT alongside 
the co-operation of local community members and NITV. 
 
GetUp in the Future – GetUp will be continuing to campaign on Indigenous issues and is hoping that by 
developing contacts and connections within both rural and urban Indigenous communities we can take better 
action on the issues and problems that affect Indigenous people across Australia. 
 

Join now to stay up-to-date with all GetUp’s campaigns and find out more at: 
www.getup.org.au ! 

 
And a whole lot more – don’t forget we campaign on a wide range of issues, from climate change and environmental 

sustainability to government spending and equal pay. Find out more online at: www.getup.org.au 


