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ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE COULD MAKE TURNBULL PM

Climate change could help put Federal Opposition leader, Malcolm Turnbull on the path to
become Australia’s next Prime Minister, according to a membership poll conducted by
Australia’s largest advocacy group.

GetUp! today released initial results of a poll of more than 700 members in Wentworth to
launch a local campaign aimed at winning Mr Turnbull’s support for tougher action on climate
change.

The poll asked if Malcolm Turnbull committed to stronger action on climate change than the
Government “how likely would you be to support him at the next federal election?”

Almost 40 per cent of Labor voters said they were likely while 45 per cent of Green voters said
they were likely to give their support to the Liberal leader.

GetUp! National Director Simon Sheikh, who will today join local activists to launch the
Wentworth campaign, said climate change was a big issue in the electorate and voters were
looking for leadership.

“‘Most GetUp! members believe that climate change is too important an issue to give any party
unconditional support. No political party has an monopoly on this critical economic issue,” Mr
Sheikh said.

“Our members and their families, especially here in the Eastern Suburbs, are primed to
campaign for a leader who will protect the economy and their standard of living against
dangerous climate change.

Mr Sheikh said that more than 1,000 local GetUp! members volunteered in Wentworth in last
Federal Election and another nine thousand more would be prepared to turn out in support of
a strong leader on climate change.

“Malcolm Turnbull's best chances of becoming Australia’s next Prime Minister can be found in
his own backyard,” Mr Sheikh said.

“The new Liberal leader has a massive opportunity to break with the former ‘climate
scepticism’ of his party and win the backing of supporters who are prepared to hit the streets
and knock on doors to get him elected.

“‘However, he needs to show the people of Wentworth and Australia that he will go further than
the Government in tackling climate change.

“Australians want action on climate change they can see now. They want Government to
support strong emission reduction targets that will help drive a new and prosperous economy.
And they want a leader who will deliver it.

GetUp! is Australia’s largest independent political organisation. It brings together like-minded
people who want to bring participation back into our democracy. GetUp has over 280,000
members nationwide.

For more information please call Tim Fitzsimmons on 0423 375 522 or Simon Sheikh on 0422 252
483
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