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Garnaut Reports, Wall St Melts Down: Time to Drive a New
Clean Energy Economy

GetUp is responding to the final Garnaut Report by today calling on the Prime
Minister to ensure Australia becomes one of the economic winners from the
transition to a new economy based on renewable energy.

“In tough financial times Australia needs a sure bet and investing in strong reduction
targets to drive our new economy is a sure bet” said GetUp National Director Simon
Sheikh.

“We know the future must be renewable, and the winners of this new global economy will
be the countries that can get there first.”

“As Kevin Rudd himself has said: “The Garnaut report is just one input into the overall
debate’. We must go further than the trajectory the Garnaut report sets us on.”

“Now its time for the Prime Minister to guarantee our future prosperity by delivering strong
short term targets to drive our new economy,” said Mr Sheikh.

“Building a new renewable energy economy is like taking out an insurance policy for our
kids and grandkids, an insurance policy we need in tough economic times. If anything,
the Wall St meltdown should highlight the need for greater action, not delay or timidity.”

“Only by aiming for a global target of 450 parts per million or less can we drive future
prosperity and secure jobs growth.”

“Wall Street investors made irresponsible decisions with the US economy. Who'll be there
to bail us out if we don’t pursue the responsible course and build an innovative green
economy?”

GetUp’s Climate Torch Relay, calling for strong short-term targets, entered Sydney today
and met the world’s largest human solar panel under the Sydney Harbour Bridge. The
Relay finishes in Canberra on October 12".

For further information call Simon Sheikh on 0422 252 483 or Ed Coper on 0408 662 575.

About GetUp: GetUp.org.au is an independent movement to build a progressive Australia. GetUp brings
together like-minded people who want to bring participation back into our democracy. GetUp has over
280,000 members nationwide, more than every political party combined.
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