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10 April 2008 
PRESS RELEASE 
             
Getup Congratulates PM on Firm Stance on Tibet 

 
GetUp has commended Prime Minister Kevin Rudd for remaining strong on the 
issue of Chinese human rights violations in Tibet. 
 
“Kevin Rudd has rightly raised the issue of Tibet throughout this trip, and has very 
encouragingly not wavered in raising his concerns when under diplomatic pressure 
from Chinese authorities – even while on Chinese soil,” said GetUp Executive Director 
Brett Solomon. 
 
“He is to applauded for promoting the concerns of those he represents overseas – we 
know seven in ten Australians want him to use this trip to broker a solution to the Tibet 
conflict, and GetUp has collected the signatures of over 55,000 Australians echoing 
that call.” 
 
“The will of the people is clear, and so is the Prime Minister’s – communicating that to 
the Chinese Government is the key to demonstrating that if China is concerned about 
its international standing, it should be concerned for the human rights of Tibetans.” 
 
A recent GetUp poll conducted by Galaxy Research found the overwhelming majority 
of Australians (71%) are in favour of Prime Minister Kevin Rudd using his standing 
with the Chinese Government to attempt to broker a lasting solution to the Tibet 
conflict. This is almost seven times as many as those Australians who oppose such a 
move (11%). 
 
Over 55,000 Australians have signed GetUp’s petition calling on Mr Rudd to: “urge the 
Chinese Government to respect the human rights of Tibetans; to allow international 
monitors and journalists access to Tibetan areas; and to engage in direct negotiations 
with the Dalai Lama for genuine and meaningful Tibetan autonomy (as set out in the 
Chinese constitution).”  
 
 

For more information please contact Brett Solomon on 0407 419 320. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

About GetUp: GetUp.org.au is an independent movement to build a progressive Australia. GetUp brings together 
like-minded people who want to bring participation back into our democracy. GetUp has over 280,000 members 
nationwide, more than every political party combined. 
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