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Legal Guidelines for Volunteers: Presence at polling booths and distribution of materials 

The law allows GetUp volunteers to be present at polling locations on election day
and distribute authorised GetUp materials, subject to the same 6 metre perimeter as
everyone else.  The law further allows voters to carry such materials with them into
the polling place, just as they are allowed to carry how-to-vote cards from political
parties and candidates.

However, you should take note of the following.

Observe a 6-metre perimeter
It is an offence to attempt to influence voters or exhibit material within 6 metres to the entrance to a polling
booth. Normally the AEC official in charge of the polling booth will indicate where the perimeter lies.  If you
are using a loudspeaker or amplifier, this must not be audible within 6 metres to the polling booth entrance.
If you are going into the polling booth yourself to vote, you should remove any item such as a T-shirt or
badge that could be interpreted as influencing how people vote.

Voters are free to carry materials you hand them into the polling booth. However, it is an offence for a
person to leave in a polling booth a paper which has a direction or instruction about how to vote.
Accordingly, you should not encourage voters to leave GetUp materials in the polling booth.  Indeed, you
may want to encourage voters to recycle or hand back material they no longer want.

Only hand out authorised GetUp materials
Material that could influence how people vote must display the name and address of the person who
authorised it.  This rule applies to how-to-vote cards and flyers, but not to T-shirts, lapel buttons and
badges, pens, pencils and balloons. Apart from these exceptions, it is an offence to distribute material that
does not carry the necessary authorisation. The authorised GetUp materials include how-to-vote cards,
fortune cookies, pencils and flyers.  You can distribute these to voters outside the 6 metre perimeter

Do not draw on any road, footpath, vehicle or building etc.
Do not write or draw anything that could influence a vote directly on a road, footpath, building, vehicle,
vessel, hoarding or other place.  This is an offence under the Commonwealth Electoral Act, and may also
breach other laws.

Do not ignore directions by AEC officials
It is an offence to disobey a lawful direction by an AEC official in charge of a polling booth.  If you believe
an AEC official has given you a direction that is not lawful, do not ignore the direction – the safer course is
to comply in the interim and ask the official for the name and contact details of a more senior AEC official
who can review the matter.  You should also contact GetUp HQ on 02 9264 4037


