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YOUR GUIDE TO PRESENTING THE PEOPLE’S AGENDA

Thank you for being a part of this exciting and unprecedented exercise in
democracy – you are actively breaking down the barriers between the people
and those elected to represent us!

Meeting with a politician can be much more effective than signing a petition,
sending an e-mail, sending a postcard, making a phone call or writing a letter.
This guide is designed to help you make this meeting as effective as possible, to
ensure things run as smoothly as possible and to arm you with the facts you
need to communicate your vision to your Member of Parliament.

WHAT TO DO IN YOUR MEETING

You should introduce yourselves and explain to your MP exactly why you are there – to
hand-deliver your People’s Agenda and discuss the issues, and (if you wish) a local issue
specific to your electorate. Your MP’s time is precious and he/she will appreciate you being
concise and to the point.

 Explain who you are.  More than simply introducing yourselves, you should tell
your MP that you are GetUp members and local constituents. Make it clear that you
don’t work for GetUp but are concerned citizens who want to take action together.

 Be polite, positive and courteous.  Like any meeting, first impressions last and
your MP will be much more receptive to your concerns if you get on well.
Remember they are respected public officials, and even if they disagree with your
opinions we mustn’t be hostile.  Be respectful of their time commitments, and
remember they are just people like the rest of us .

 Know your MP. You should prepare for your meeting by trying to find out about
your MP – their name, background, role within the party (are they a Minister? New
to Parliament?), recent activities, their party’s stance on these issues and priorities.

 Know your People’s Agenda. Your MP will likely ask you lots of questions about
the Agenda details, and you will be there to tell him/her about it. That will be much
easier if you take some time to familiarise yourself with the Agenda, and you may
also like to do some research about the issues you’ll be talking about.

 Know what you want out of the meeting. Having clear objectives will mean a
more fruitful meeting. Your objectives should include:

1. Inform the MP about GetUp and the People’s Agenda. This should form the
first part of the meeting. You should ask them if they agree with the Agenda.

2. Form a relationship with the MP and/or staff. You should get business
cards and contact details. Let them know that GetUp can be seen as a
resource – in terms of consultation with the community, inviting people to
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events, providing arguments / data on the ten goals contained in the Agenda
etc.

3. Ask for action from your MP
 Will they mention the Agenda or the issues contained in it in

Parliament (if they are a new MP, would they be willing to include it in
their maiden speech?)

 Will your MP speak to his/her colleagues on the issues and/or bringing
the issues up in the party room?

 Will your MP talk to or write to the relevant Minister or Shadow
Minister about the issues contained in the Agenda?

 Will they talk to the media about the importance of the Agenda and
the issues therein?

If there are other actions that you think are appropriate, you should feel free to
ask. For example, would they like to join our email list, attend future GetUp
events etc.

NOTE: YOU SHOULD BE VERY HAPPY WITH YOUR MEETING IF YOU ACHIEVE
OBJECTIVES 1. AND 2. YOU SHOULD BE THRILLED IF YOU ACHIEVE ANY/ALL
OF OBJECTIVE 3.

 Designate a note-taker. One member of your delegation should take notes
during the meeting so you/we have a clear record of any commitments you or your
MP made during the meeting, and to provide feedback to the rest of the
community. IT IS VITAL THAT YOU REPORT BACK TO US (see below).

 Be mindful of your MP’s staff. These people may have a considerable amount of
sway over your MP and will suggest to him/her what to do. You are trying to
convince them as much as you are trying to convince their boss, don’t ignore them.

 Report back to us: Go to www.getup.org.au/campaign/mpmeeting and tell
us how the meeting went. This will only take a minute but is crucial to the success
of the project. The info can be uploaded by the note-taker or the delegation leader
but should be done as soon as possible after the meeting.

Thanks for being part of this exciting and innovative project. We couldn’t do it
without you!
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BACKGROUND INFIORMATION TELLING YOUR MP ABOUT THE PROCESS

Explaining GetUp to your MP

Your MP probably will have heard of GetUp and be familiar with our campaigns, but it may
be useful for you to clear up any misunderstandings they might have about the
organisation and how we work so your meeting will be more productive.

GetUp is an independent, grass-roots community advocacy organisation giving everyday
Australians opportunities to get involved and hold politicians accountable on important
issues. After two years of operation, we have a membership of almost 250,000 people –
that’s an average of some 1500 members in each electorate.

Your MP may think that we are partisan, given that we were very active during the recent
election. This is not true. GetUp does not back any particular party, but aims to build an
accountable and progressive nation - a country with economic fairness, social justice and
environment at its core. Our election program was designed to inform voter about these
issues and put them firmly on the agenda for all parties.

We use new technologies as a means to engage Australians in public life, and are a not-
for-profit that receives no money from any political party or the government.

Explaining the Vision GetTogethers to your MP

Your MP may be interested in the process that has brought your delegation into his/her
office. You are best placed to describe your own experience, but here are some facts that
may help!

On December 11th last year, more than 3000 GetUp members met simultaneously in 327
‘Vision GetTogethers’ in 130 electorates, and across every State and Territory, with the
purpose of agreeing on and proposing their own top three goals for the new Parliament.

GetTogethers are possible thanks to unique internet software developed by GetUp that
allows people to host an event, and then for others in their neighbourhood to sign up to
attend. Often held in pubs, cafes and loungerooms, they allow strangers who share the
same concerns and the same postcode to connect with each other to achieve change.

You can also show them the process which is pictorially represented on the inside cover of
the People’s Agenda.

Explaining the People’s Agenda to your MP

The document that your MP will have in their hand is the product of a lengthy and
comprehensive process.

Over the summer break, GetUp staff examined and compiled the results of the 327 Vision
GetTogethers. Out of those results, clear trends emerged and fifteen issue areas were
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strong across the board. These fifteen goals were then put to the rest of the GetUp
membership, who were asked to nominate their top three goals and rate the importance
of all the issues, in the form of an online survey. A staggering 32,816 Australians
completed the survey, which also allowed space for further comment on the goals.

Those results were analysed and translated, along with the Vision GetTogether results,
into our People’s Agenda – a completely unprecedented exercise in true democracy. The
top ten issues are being costed and submitted to Treasury to outline what is necessary to
realise this vision.

327 Vision GetTogethers took place simultaneously around the country.

CONTACT DETAILS

If you have any questions or problems on the day, please call Sam McLean on
02 9264 4037 or 0403 51 00 38 or email national@getup.org.au.

If your MP would like to know more or has any questions you aren’t able to
answer, please ask them to contact Sam on the same the details listed above.


